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NBB.ANCHO CUCAMONGA —
ichael Long met with Musser
Middle School students
Wednesday morning and told
them the facts of his life:

“T was born as a breech baby,
butt first,” he said, inspiring
8 gxggles
w’?ﬁen the story turned seri-
ous,, “The umbilical cord was
wrapped around my throat and
I lost a lot of oxygen.”

The deprivation of oxygen
caused him brain damage and

he.| brain damage led to social
rejectlon in school.

.There were 13 years of
school and I didn’t enjoy 12%,
of them because people were
calling me ‘retard.’ ” .

mn  his middle years now,

mg is employed by the state
apzrlfhlnent 1of' Devel ﬁntzlal

a ggﬁ, ecturing at schools
Blfl service clubs about how
dﬁabled people like to be treat-
e 1

iHis voice is loud and his
message direct. “We are not
réfards,” he said. “We are peo-
ple just like you.”

aLeng suffers from what he
déscribes as “a mild form of

cerebral palsy and mental re-

t%c‘il?tlon 2
ere seems to be nothing
wiong, however, with his mem-

ony. Long was a child of 7 when
H' first proposed marriage. His

ded was a pretty little

seltond-grade classmate who ac-
cepted his offering of a flower

hat.never answered the ques-v
' ng remembars Just as v1v-‘ :
E)hnl: teacher’s reproof. She
_ im down and asked if he
aware that he would need

and an income in order to

dustam ‘a marriage. “She said,

~ ou're too menta.lly retarded to
&eff'fnamed P

: ‘pe teacher’s dasmlsslveness

if .the tone for what he de-

deribed as his period of self-

ridicule of others

school verbally ridiculed and
then proceeded to tackle him. -

“It was really embarrassing
to be beat up by the opposite
sex,” he said.

“But I hanged in there.”

Finally, during the last se-
mester of his senior year in
high school, Long began to
receive a shred of respect from
his peers. He remembers stu-
dents emphatically applauded

- him- when he stood up to
receive ' d1 ploma ;
After graduation, Long re-

ceived public agsistance while
he volunteered his time for the

‘Department of Developmental

‘-ﬁ@*g’maﬂes were rein- |
ontinually. In eighth
e, a gir g J’unior hish.j_“
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Michael Long, who is developmentally disabled, speaks with a
student at Musser Middle School in Rancho Cucamonga.

Disabilities. He found his forte
in public relations.

And the department hired
him,

“Im a taxpayer cltlzen,” Long
said, and I'm really exclted
about it. ‘

Dunng ‘the question-and-an- ?
swer session, Musser school-
children asked Long whether
he had dates in high school and
whether he had ever married.

“I'm happy now,” he said. “In
July I settled down and got
married.” il: salctla hedchd h:uﬁ:
regret not having dated in hig
school. : Siyopie




